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	DATES FOR YOUR DIARY

	8th – 14th FEBRUARY
	CATHOLIC EDUCATION WEEKS

	WED 11TH FEBRUARY 
	PARENT COUNCIL MEETING – 7.15PM

	THURS 12TH FEBRUARY
	P7 SCHOOL CAMP MEETING – 7PM SCHOOL HALL

	MON 16TH – FRI 20TH FEBRUARY
	SCHOOL HOLIDAY – ASH WEDNESDAY 18TH FEBRUARY

	MON 23RD FEB – 8TH MARCH
	FAIRTRADE FORTNIGHT


	FRIDAY 27TH FEBRUARY
	FAIRTRADE FOOTBALL TOURNAMENT – P6

	FRIDAY 27TH FEBRUARY
	P7 TRANSITION MASS

	TUESDAY 3RD MARCH
	PARENTS MEETING FOR HOLY COMMUNION 7.15PM OUR LADY CHURCH HALL

	WEDNESDAY 4TH MARCH 
	P4/5 CROSS COUNTRY

	FRIDAY 6TH MARCH
	FAIRTRADE TUCK SHOP AND COFFEE MORNING FRIDAY 6TH MARCH

	TUESDAY 10TH MARCH
	PARENT COUNCIL MEETING – 7.15PM

	THURSDAY 12TH MARCH
	BASKETBALL FESTIVAL

	FRIDAY 13TH MARCH
	RED NOSE DAY

	TUESDAY 24TH MARCH
	PARENTS’ CONSULTATIONS 3.45-5.45PM

	WEDNESDAY 25TH MARCH
	PARENTS’ CONSULTATIONS 5.30-8.30PM

	29TH MARCH- 5TH APRIL
	HOLY WEEK – PALM SUNDAY 29TH MARCH

	WEDNESDAY 1ST APRIL
	EASTER CELEBRATIONS IN SCHOOL – END OF TERM NORMAL FINISHING TIME

	THURSDAY 2ND – FRIDAY 17TH APRIL – SCHOOL CLOSED TO ALL PUPILS

ALL RETURN ON MONDAY 20TH APRIL





Learning and Growing


Together





This term the children in P3-P7 are enjoying lessons on the i pads with Miss Arkley and are about to learn some simple computer coding.  All classes now have access to i pads and problems with our wi-fi signal are being addressed so that we can use them as effectively as possible.  Follow us on twitter@stmarysrcps for regular updates from each class in the school as we tweet our 100 happy moments at St Mary’s.


This week we celebrate Catholic Education Week in Scotland and the children are being encouraged to “Proclaim the Joy of the Gospel”.   In a digital age I wonder if Jesus would use twitter to spread the Good News?  Interestingly, SCES - Scottish Catholic Education Service – has produced posters detailing ten “new” commandments for Proclaiming the Joy of the Gospel  reminding the children of the core values-dignity,honesty, respect,tolerance – when posting or following.  Pretty good advice for everyone.  These 'new' commandments are:


Be positive and joyful. Offer ‘digital smiles’ and have a sense of humour. As Pope Francis says, ‘no “funeral faces” or “sourpusses”’!


Never bear false witness on the internet. Never 'like' a lie!


Fill the internet with love. Seek to include a sense of solidarity with the suffering  in the world.


Avoid aggression and ‘preachiness’ online; try not to be judgemental. Instead, try Pope Francis’s approach of ‘tenderness’.


Have a broad back when criticisms and insults are made. When possible, gently correct.


Pray in the digital world! Establish sacred spaces, opportunities for stillness, reflection and meditation online.


Church has always been about 'gathering'.  Create connections and build community.  Share posts that have a powerful Gospel witness.


Promote online behaviours that keep everyone safe. Use the internet responsibly!


Respect your dignity and the dignity of others in all that you do online.


The internet has the power and potential to bear witness — share the Good News online!


Liz Laird – Head Teacher























ACTIVE SCHOOLS VOUCHERS -  We are collecting Sainsbury’s Active Schools Vouchers .  If you have any we would be very pleased to receive them at school.











REPEAT MESSAGE  While it is great to see so many children using digital devices confidently, I would again urge all parents to be vigilant about the internet access children have on phones, computers and gaming.  I have had to deal with several incidents of cyber bullying this session on sites such as Facebook and Instagram.  Some pupils are also talking about sexual images they have seen sometimes by accident whilst online.  It is also clear that a large number of children are using games marketed for over 18 – these contain language and images of violence that are inappropriate for young children and some children are struggling to make sense of what they have seen. 





 Internet access is closely monitored in school – this is happening at home.  It is your responsibility as parents in the first instance to ensure your child is safe and this includes whilst online.  Our school website has links to cyber safety guides and has tips for helping you with parental controls if you need any help with this.  We will of course continue to teach the children in school about cyber safety, but your child will need your help and guidance with this at home.











Thank you to those parents who attended the Information Evening on Sex and Relationships Education.  P6 and P7 will be learning about Sex and Relationships Education after the half term break.  Please find attached a leaflet with information about God’s Loving  Plan and a summary of the progression in learning from P5-P7 as covered at the information Evening .





PARENTS’ CONSULTATIONS


Tuesday 24th March – 3.45-5.45pm and Wednesday 25th March – 5.30-8.30pm


Letters are coming home about Parent Consultation slots.    Please check book bags for appointment slips.  There will be a crèche available in the Music Room on both nights.    

















