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STAFFING UPDATE
	P1
	Mrs Alison MacKerron
	P5
	Miss Ines Lopes and Mrs Maria Brolly

	P2
	Mrs Shawna Stewart
	P6
	Miss Abby Liddle

	P3 
	Mr Declan Maguire
	P7
	Ms Mandy Richardson and Ms Scola

	P4
	Miss Heather Kydd
	SfL
	Mrs Christine Nisbet 

	ADDITIONAL SPECIALIST TEACHING
	DRAMA
	Ms Cheryl Aird

	
	RE & Pastoral Care
	Mrs Brolly

	
	MATHS & Outdoor Learning
	Mr Rob Collins

	NURSERY STAFF
	Mrs Sandra Henderson Senior EYP

Ms Stephanie Munro EYP (Maternity Leave)

Mrs Angela Wilson EYP

Ms Fiona Lavery EYP
	Mrs Gillian McFarlane EYP

Ms Helen Ewart EYP

Ms Magda Mazurek-Figiel EYP

Ms Donna Allan MA


	OFFICE STAFF
	OFFICE ADMIN ASSISTANT – Mrs Caron Hogg

OFFICE SUPPORT ASSISTANT – Mrs Kirsty MacArthur

	FACILITIES MANAGEMENT
	Mr Kenny Duraj

Mr Jim Kay
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DATES FOR YOUR DIARY
	WEDNESDAY 15TH SEPTEMBER
	TEMPEST PHOTOGRAPHER – FAMILY AND INDIVIDUAL PHOTOS – NURSERY AND SCHOOL AGED CHILDREN ONLY 

	MONDAY 20TH SEPTEMBER
	SCHOOL CLOSED TO ALL PUPILS – SEPTEMBER WEEKEND


	MONDAY 27TH SEPTEMBER
	MATHS WEEK SCOTLAND BEGINS



	WEDNESDAY 13TH OCTOBER
	PARENTAL CONSULTATIONS 3.45-5.45PM


	THURSDAY 14TH OCTOBER
	PARENTAL CONSULTATIONS 5.30-8.30PM


	FRIDAY 15TH OCTOBER
	END OF TERM 1 – SCHOOL CLOSES AT NORMAL TIME FOR OCTOBER HOLIDAY

	18-21ST OCTOBER 
	SCHOOL CLOSED TO ALL PUPILS – OCTOBER HOLIDAY


	MONDAY 25TH OCTOBER
	SCHOOL CLOSED TO ALL PUPILS – IN SERVICE DAY


	TUESDAY 26TH OCTOBER
	ALL RESUME FOR TERM 2


	FRIDAY 29TH OCTOBER
	HALLOWE’EN PARTIES



	MONDAY 1ST NOVEMBER
	ALL SAINTS DAY


	THURSDAY 18TH NOVEMBER 
	FLU VACCINATIONS


	SUNDAY 28TH NOVEMBER
	FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT



	SUNDAY 12TH DECEMBER
	FIRST CONFESSIONS – PARISH RECONCILIATION SERVICE 5PM ST MATTHEW’S CHURCH ROSEWELL – TO BE CONFIRMED

	TUESDAY 14TH DECEMBER
	CHRISTMAS CONCERT


	WEDNESDAY 22ND DECEMBER
	CHRISTMAS CAROL CONCERT 2.30PM 

END OF TERM 2

	THURSDAY 23RD DECEMBER- MONDAY 10TH JANUARY
	SCHOOL CLOSED TO PUPILS FOR CHRISTMAS HOLIDAY AND IN SERVICE DAY

	TUESDAY 11TH JANUARY 
	ALL RESUME FOR TERM 3





Welcome back everyone and a special welcome to our new P1 pupils and to new pupils in classes across the school.  I hope everyone had a good summer break and is ready for a busy term.   On behalf of the staff can I thank you for the many gifts and cards you handed in at the end of term – your kind words and generosity is greatly appreciated.





Mrs Macaulay has asked me to pass on her thanks for the many cards and messages of condolence she has received from our School and Parish Community following the sudden and unexpected death of her husband at the beginning of August.  She will be absent from school for some time.  In her absence Ms Scola will take on the Acting Principal Teacher role in the school and cover some of Mrs Macaulay’s remit.  Mr Declan Maguire has been appointed on long term supply to teach P3.  See staffing information below.





Congratulations to Ms Munro who had a baby boy at the start of the summer holidays and to Miss Todman who became Mrs Nisbet over the summer.  Mrs Hogg and Mrs MacArthur were both successful at interview and now work in our school office following the retiral of Mrs Phillips.





Please add the calendar dates to your diaries and calendars at home – each newsletter will have an update on events in school and will come home via school book bags.  All school letters are also posted on the website with a link on twitter.





Over the next few weeks Midlothian Council have asked us to maintain Covid mitigations to prevent the spread of the infection.  We are looking forward to being able to do more things together in our new school this year and we will gradually introduce mixed cohorts at playtime and for some activities in school such as SfL groups.  We also hope to be able to welcome parents and carers into school this year to share the learning events and for parental consultations but this will depend on the restrictions being eased further.  We will review our risk assessments weekly and will keep you updated of changes that impact on you and the children.  Please respond to any Test and Protect letters you are given as we have had several children test positive ahead of the school returning last week.





Thank you for your support in maintaining these restrictions for the time being.


Mrs Liz Laird – Head Teacher




















***CHILDREN WHO ARE ABSENT FROM SCHOOL***


0131 271 4690


If your child is absent from school – including Nursery - for whatever reason it is your responsibility to inform the school.  The school answering service is available for early morning calls, and if possible please phone the school before 9am to report a pupil absence.  Please state clearly the name of the child, which class, and the reason for absence.  Please also collect your children promptly and telephone the school if you are running late.  





If your child is not at school and we have not had a phone call from you, our Child Protection Procedures are followed to ensure your child is safe.  Please ensure that the school has up to date contact details especially if your mobile phone is the main mode of contact.  The SMS Text service will be used in the first instance to make contact with you.  Where parents cannot be contacted and fail to return calls I have to inform the Children and Families Team.


 


Please remember that we only make a call like this because you have not phoned the school in the first instance, and to ensure that your child is safe.  Please be courteous to staff when this happens as we are only doing our jobs and acting in the best interests of your child.





Please also try to ensure that your child is on time for school at 9am.  Your child misses important information at the start of the day and it is disruptive to the class and embarrassing for them.








*** IMPORTANT DATE FOR DIARY ***


Wednesday 1st September 7.15pm


PARENT COUNCIL AGM 


This is a meeting for all parents to join.  We need to elect members who will represent parents’ views and take on the various roles as Office Bearers.  This will be a virtual meeting over Zoom.   Please join us to find out more and to support the school.  The link will also be sent via Groupcall on 1st September.





Liz Laird is inviting you to a scheduled Zoom meeting.


Topic: Parent Council Meeting


Time: Sep 1, 2021 07:15 PM London


Join Zoom Meeting


https://us02web.zoom.us/j/8561476463?pwd=cFR1TUc5d1lFTHUxSHQwa2orMVZUZz09


Meeting ID: 856 147 6463


Passcode: 3mH6Mx








FREE SCHOOL MEAL ENTITLEMENT  Please check to see if you are entitled to FME.  If you are, this also enables your child to have free milk, discount on Active Schools activities, Skiing and School Camp and a Clothing Grant.  It also means that the school is given additional money to support learning via the Pupil Equity Fund. (PEF)   All children in P1-P4 are now entitled to a free school meal, but you can still apply for this benefit for the other entitlements.  Mrs Hogg or Mrs MacArthur will happily help you complete forms if required.





� HYPERLINK "https://www.midlothian.gov.uk/downloads/file/2982/free_school_meals_and_clothing_grant_application_-_pdf_version" �https://www.midlothian.gov.uk/downloads/file/2982/free_school_meals_and_clothing_grant_application_-_pdf_version�





� HYPERLINK "https://www.gov.uk/apply-universal-credit" �https://www.gov.uk/apply-universal-credit�








HEAD LICE


As you know this is a recurring problem in schools, especially after a holiday period.  Please check your child’s hair on a regular basis.  Prevention is better than cure, so please tie back long hair for school.  If your child does have head lice the whole family need to complete a course of treatment – this includes follow up treatment a week later to ensure that all eggs have been killed and any new lice are killed too.  Bedding also needs to be thoroughly washed.





REMINDERS


Once your child knows which days they are having PE on, they can come to school dressed for PE – tee shirt, joggers, trainers, waterproof jacket, school jumper.  No football colours please.  Jewellery should not be worn in school and certainly not for PE.





WATERPROOF JACKET  Please ensure your child has a waterproof jacket and shoes for school every day – we will be outside at playtime and lunchtime even in light rain and the field gets wet.  Wellies may be left in school.





HEALTHY SNACKS Please provide a small, healthy snack for your child for playtime – this is only 15 minutes so one item is really enough.  Please also provide your child with a reusable water bottle to have in the class.  This will come home each day to be washed.  Please label the bottle with your child’s name.  Please note fizzy juice is not permitted in school and water bottles should not have fresh or diluted juice in them – a small carton as part of a packed lunch is permissible but the children should not be drinking juice all day as it is bad for their teeth.  WE ARE A NUT FREE SCHOOL – NO NUTS/NUTTY CEREAL BARS/ NUTTY BREAD ETC.





PLEASE ENSURE YOUR CHILD’S NAME IS ON ALL UNIFORM, LUNCH BAGS, WATER BOTTLES, PLIMSOLLS ETC





ALL MEDICATION MUST be handed in to the school office and the appropriate medical form completed.  Please do not ever give your child medication to bring to school in their bag.  Pupils requiring inhalers need to have two in school – one in class and one at the school office.  





LUNCHES FOR P1-P4 NEED TO BE PREORDERED USING THE LINK SENT VIA GROUPCALL.  This needs to be done by Wednesday each week.  If you do not pre order a lunch you will need to provide your own packed lunch.





Unfortunately parents and visitors are not being permitted into the school at the moment.  The school email is the best option for non – urgent messages and enquiries.  Office staff cannot always answer the phone but will respond to messages left on the answering machine as quickly as they can.  � HYPERLINK "mailto:stmarys.ps@midlothian.gov.uk" �stmarys.ps@midlothian.gov.uk�


























PARKING AND SAFETY AROUND THE SCHOOL


We have had a number of near misses in the carpark and on the roads surrounding the school.  Please think about parking slightly further away and encouraging your child to walk to school.  Please be considerate of other road users and pedestrians and PARKSMART.


Please only use the school car park if there is a space to do so – PLEASE DON’T DOUBLE PARK AND BLOCK IN OTHER CARS


The drop off zone is just that – “DROP OFF AND POP OFF”.  Please don’t park in this zone and stay for a chat with other parents.  Some families are using it for nearly half an hour which prevents other parents from dropping their children off safely.


The electric vehicle parking bays are for Disabled users only during the school day.  We have a number of children, parents and carers who need these accessible spaces.  They are not to be used for a quick drop off either, as if everyone does this no-one can access the space.  PLEASE CONSIDER THE NEEDS OF OTHERS.


A number of parents have now started to gather at the perimeter fence and on the pavement inside the car park.  Once your child is in the school playground staff are there to supervise and you do not need to stay and watch them.  Please do not gather in the car park as other pedestrians, including staff need to access the school safely.


Please use the pelican crossing to cross over Rosewell Road.  We already have new parents crossing between moving vehicles and teaching bad habits to the children.








