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DATES FOR YOUR DIARY

	FRIDAY 29TH OCTOBER
	HALLOWE’EN PARTIES 


	MONDAY 1ST NOVEMBER
	ALL SAINTS DAY


	THURSDAY 18TH NOVEMBER 
	FLU VACCINATIONS


	SUNDAY 28TH NOVEMBER
	FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT



	SUNDAY 12TH DECEMBER
	FIRST CONFESSIONS – PARISH RECONCILIATION SERVICE 5PM ST MATTHEW’S CHURCH ROSEWELL – TO BE CONFIRMED

	TUESDAY 14TH DECEMBER
	CHRISTMAS CONCERT -TBC


	WEDNESDAY 22ND DECEMBER
	CHRISTMAS CAROL CONCERT TBC 

END OF TERM 2

	THURSDAY 23RD DECEMBER- MONDAY 10TH JANUARY
	SCHOOL CLOSED TO PUPILS FOR CHRISTMAS HOLIDAY AND IN SERVICE DAY

	TUESDAY 11TH JANUARY 
	ALL RESUME FOR TERM 3




COVID UPDATE
For the time being, we have been asked to maintain our Covid mitigations in school.  

· The school will issue a Warn and Inform letter if there is a positive case in your child’s class.  
· Parents of an infected child need to inform the Test and Protect team about close contacts.  

PLEASE NOTE that school and class based contact is considered to be low transmission.   Whole classes will only be asked to isolate if there is a significant outbreak in a class ie more than 50%, or where staff absence does not permit the class to remain open.  See below for clarification.

	If your child is unwell for whatever reason.
	Don’t send them into school.
	Phone the school office to explain the reason for absence.

	If your child is displaying symptoms of Covid – 19, some or all of the following:

· High temperature

· New continuous cough

· Headache

· Flu type pain 

· Loss of taste and smell
	Don’t send them into school.
	Phone the school office to explain the reason for absence.

Book a PCR test and get other family members checked too.

	If the test is positive they must isolate for 10 days and all members in the same household will be identified as close contacts and should have a PCR test.
	Don’t send them into school.
	Phone the school office to explain the reason for absence and expected date of return to school. There is no need for a further PCR test as this can still show positive for up to 90 days.

	If the test result is negative, they and other family members may return to school when they are well enough.
	AN U18 CLOSE CONTACT IS IDENTIFIED AS A HOUSEHOLD MEMBER, LONGER PERIODS OF TIME SPENT IN ANOTHER HOUSEHOLD OR SLEEPOVER CONTACT.

CLASS AND SCHOOL CONTACT IS REGARDED AS LOW LEVEL TRANSMISSION.

	PUPILS SHOULD ONLY RETURN TO SCHOOL IF THEY ARE WELL ENOUGH

AND HAVE A NEGATIVE PCR TEST RESULT.

IF YOUR CHILD HAS TESTED POSITIVE THEY CAN RETURN TO SCHOOL FOLLOWING THE PERIOD OF ISOLATION IF THEY ARE WELL ENOUGH, AND WITHOUT A FURTHER PCR TEST


Thank you for your cooperation in keeping our school community safe.

I hope that you all managed to enjoy some rest and family time over the October break.  It was lovely to welcome the children back this morning, even though it was a bit damp!!!  Another reminder please to ensure that your child is dressed for the weather and always has a waterproof jacket and shoes for school – wellies can be kept in school.  As windows are still open in classes an extra layer or bodywarmer would be useful too.  Please also remember to put your child’s name on all school clothing as we have an ever growing pile of school jumpers without names on them.





Mrs Liz Laird – Head Teacher

















STAFFING UPDATE  We will shortly be saying a fond farewell to our Learning Assistant Mrs Huxley, who will be leaving to take up a new job with the NHS.  Charlotte has been with us at St Mary’s since 2013 and she will be greatly missed by staff and pupils.  Her last day will be Wednesday 10th November.





We will also be sorry to say goodbye to Mrs McFarlane in our Nursery.  Gillian has been with us throughout her training as an EYP and moved school with us from the old St Mary’s.  She will also be missed by all in the Nursery and in the wider school.  Her last day will be Thursday 18th November.





I am pleased to inform you that Ms Erin Paxton, will be joining us from the end of November to replace Mrs Huxley as a Learning Assistant.  I am currently recruiting for a new EYP for our ELC to replace Mrs McFarlane.





Mrs Macaulay – DHT,  joined us yesterday for the In Service Day and will begin a phased return back to work from 10th November.  Once again she has asked me to thank you for your condolences and kind wishes following the sudden death of her husband in August.





CHRISTMAS UPDATES  


CHRISTMAS FAIR – at the moment we are not permitted to have a Fair in the school and have planned to have a hamper raffle like we did last year with each class donating for a themed hamper.  It may be possible to host a virtual Fair and the Parent Council are considering these options further.  Look out for more information coming home soon.


CHRISTMAS SHOW –  as we are unable to gather together for a Christmas Production we are aiming to record a Christmas Show with all classes to share with our families.  PLEASE NOTE – if you have not given permission for your child to be photographed and videoed then they will not be filmed for the Christmas Show.  More details to follow.











This Friday, 29th October, the children are invited to come to school dressed for Hallowe’en – not too scary please!! The Parent Council will provide a Hallowe’en goody bag for the children to bring home after their parties with their class on Friday morning.





P1 ENROLMENT WEEK – 22ND NOVEMBER 2021


Look out for information and letters coming home from Midlothian Council and St Mary’s Primary School in relation to enrolling your child for P1.  Please note a space in St Mary’s Nursery Class does not guarantee a space in P1 -  intake criteria for RC schools is different than in non-denominational schools.








SCHOOL LUNCHES  All pupils in P1-P4 are now entitled to receive a free school lunch provided by the school kitchen.  These need to be pre-ordered using the google form sent via Groupcall.  You should now receive an email receipt of your order being submitted successfully, and you can check what has been ordered on it too.





There is a lot of discussion just now about when we will be able to return to a full school meals service for all pupils and when there is new information to share I will do so.  At present we are still unable to mix children from different classes and support staff need time to have their lunch too.





Our lunch arrangements are as follows:


P1 and P2 eat their lunch at opposite ends of the dining room between 12-12:30pm, supervised by their teachers.


P3 and P4 eat their lunch in class between 12-12.30pm supervised by their teachers.


P5,P6 &P7 eat their lunch in class from 12:15- 12:30pm supervised by their teachers. 


All pupils are then supervised outside by Learning Assistants from 12:30-1:15pm.  Pupils in P5, P6 & P7 who have not finished their lunch in class can finish it in the dining room before going out to play.





Our lunch arrangements are reviewed regularly and when we return to lunches being served in the dining room, lunch break will revert back to 12:30-1:15pm for all pupils which will include eating time and playtime.


















































LAUDATO SI – St Mary’s has registered as a Laudato Si School which is an education initiative across our Catholic schools to learn more about our responsibilities for looking after our planet earth, and its people.  All classes will be focussing on Ecological Education this term, and throughout the year, the whole school will be involved in projects to explore and improve our impact on the environment.  The Cop 26 summit is a key focus for the Learning for Sustainability programmes we have all been asked to consider.  Please find attached an overview of key themes your child will be working on in their classes this year.  This is in addition to core literacy and numeracy.





Check out the link below to see what young people in Scotland are already doing ahead of the summit.





� HYPERLINK "https://youngscot.net/news-database/cop26" ��https://youngscot.net/news-database/cop26�








